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expression of it. When the full day comes, however,
it may well be that this too will be discovered, and
then an Indian who is at once a mystic and a true
poet and able to write in English as if in his mother-
tongue (that is essential) would have his full chance.
Many barriers are breaking; moreover, both in
French and English there are instances of foreigners
who have taken their place as prose-writers or poets.
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P.S. About decadence: a language becomes deca-
dent when the race decays, when life and soul go
out and only the dry intellect and the tired senses
remain. Europe is in imminent peril of decadence
and all its literatures are attacked by this malady,
though it is only beginning and energy is still there
which may bring renewal. But the English language
has still several strings to its bow and is not confined
to an aged worn-out England. Moreover, there
are two tendencies active in the modern mind,
the over-intellectualised, over-sensualised decadent
that makes for death, and the spiritual which may
bring rebirth. At present the decadent tendency may
be stronger, but the other is also there.
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